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Adultery Rebuk'd. 


And 1 unto David, Thou art the Man. 
2 SAM. Xii. 7. 

H E Sentence I have made Uſe 
ay 1 7 ot to introduce this Diſcourſe 
vas the Application of a well- 
Wal contrived Parable, and was thun 
ht dered into the Ears of a King, 
9 and a great Kay — upon * 

being notoriouſly guilty of t 
2117 foul-Sin of Adultery gs Hg 
tho* a Crime of the blackeſt 
ie, has been countenanced by the Example of other 
ungs ſince David. Indeed this Vice has in all Ages 
nd in almoſt all Nations been ſo unhappily the Practice 
Kings and Princes (ſaving theſe 19 religious ones, 
hom propitious _ has continu'd to bleſs 17 
2 N e 
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Ile with) they looking upon it as a cf I's, Brane dat 
of their Prerogative, that it may juſtly i upon been 
ing dignified above its Fellows, and bay Claim to th 
Title J have here given it of Royat. Yet Cauſe 0 
great Lamentation it is, that a Crime which is thi ! 
moſt ſenſibly injurious both to the private Subject ane 
the Publick, which breaks the very firſt Bonds of ah. 
Society aſunder, ſhould be recommended and kept ii 
Countenance by thoſe who are at the Helm of Soci ou 
ty, who are appointed to make Laws againſt theſe v! 
ry Tranſgreſhons they ate guilty of, and are rea 
enough to puniſh others for what they themſelu er t 
publickly and with Impunity commit. The Con th 
quences of which are fo very fatal, that I think I cali a 
not better employ my Time than in furniſhing ou! 
proper Caution, from this Story of King David, At 
all who may be in Power and Authority amongſt e te 
to avoid and fly from ſuch an enormous Sin; ore F 
ever they ſhould unfortunately happen to be entangif 
in this Snare, to redeem themſelves from the TH his 
dom with the utmoſt Contrition, and»break awaf im 
once from the inſidious Arms of the ffrange Mom 
And let all Princes and Magiſtrates, who are guilt i ir 
David's Crime, follow his Behaviour upon being er 2 
prov'd for it; for as ſoon as Nathan had ſaid, n A 
art the Moan, — He replied immediately, und 
vaſt Surprize of Grief and Confuſion, _— I haue 
ned aguinſt the Lord this 
Which meet and humble Deportment of a f ous 
King (who might have been tempted to think hi | 
above Controul) under the Conviction of a Crime 
an excellent Pattern for all thoſe to imitate, who int 
under Correction for any Miſbehaviour. They ſh 
== learn from hence, never to ſtand up in Juſtificatio ved C 
3 that, which they know is not to be deſended; n D. 
| to harden their Faces againſt Reproof, wy ling 1 
at 


— _— 

4 N © a 
A 2; " 2 . oy . — 
4 


haben cer to take up undue Reſent- 
ents again oſe who adminiſter the ſame, 
Now the Caſe of David was as follows. 
The King, from the Roof of his Houſe, had chan- 
d to ſee Bathſbeba, the beautiful Wife of Uriah, as 


he was waſhing herſelf one Evening; and upon the 


ght of her grew enflam'd with unlawful Love ; and 
pt i ithout once conſidering how great the Wickedneſs 
Socigould be, how irreparable the Injury to his loyal Sub- 
ſe g her Huſband, he ſtrait diſpatched truſty Meſſen- 
readers (ſeldom wanted for ſuch vile Purpoſes) to win 
\ſelvif:r to his Pleaſure : She, a frail Woman, ſoon yielded 


o the powerful Temptation; and the Fruit ſoon af- 


L call: appeared to their Shame, for c're long ſhe proved 
out ith-child by him. 

id, And now the Crime of a defiled Bed was like to 
x(t Ie too flagrant to be much longer conceal'd, unleſs 


e Huſband could be call'd in in good Time to cover 
But he, either in his Simplicity not ſuſpecting, or 
Wn his Cunning diſſembling the Injury that had been done 
im, unluckily diſappointed the King's Deſigns. 
can't indeed think the latter to be the Reaſon, for 
tis impoſſible that ſuch a gallant Man and brave Sol- 
lier as Uriah could be guilty of ſo mean, ſo daſtardly 
Action, as to wink at the Defilement of his Bed, 
tho' done by his Xing; or to be a kind of negative 
Pimp either thro' Fear, or for the Sake of Lacre, If 
this had been the Caſe, he would have, perhaps, fairly 
brought her and offer'd up the willing Sacrifice himſelf : 
This therefore could not be Uriah's Caſe, and I hope 
there never was in the World a Creature ſo groveling, 
o infamous a. Paltroon, whoſe Caſe it could be; if 
there was, I ſhould think that Man very juſtly deſer- 
ved Uriah's Fate. But to proceed, 
David, out of a counterfeit Tenderneſs, was wil 
ling to diſpenſe with the Attendance of his faithful Ser- 
| vant, 
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vant, and fend him to repoſe himſi it en Hh 
after his Journey: But Urtah ſaid 9 Dove, 

Ark, and Iſrael, and Judah abide in Tents, and 

Lord Joab, and the Servants of my Lord are encam , tin 


in open Fields : Shall I then go into mine Houſe, to e 
end to drink, and to lie with my Mie? As thou livg 


and a5 thy Suu lrveth, I will not de this Thing. Er 
Thus was the firſt Plot defeated, but moſt ui; 2 
luckily for Cab: For it was ſoon ſucceeded by an; 22 
ther, and a much more fatal Stratagem. This loi zn 
Heart, not capable ſo much as of thinking Evil , 75 
his Prince, was preſently ſent back to the Army, Wi 7 
a Sentence of Death againſt himſelf, The Inſtruq l 1 
ons he carried to the General were, that the innoct "ot 
Uriah ſhould be ſet in the fore Front of the hot om 
Battle, and left expoſed to the thickeſt Shot of Wl gain 
Enemy. And ſo he fell a deftin'd Victim, not . . 
much to the Force of the Ammonites, as the Crug fy I 
of King David, who, following the Suggeſtions of ne 
unbridld Luſt (of all wicked Counſellors the wo); 
heaped Murder upon Adultery. iy" 
And now the Mouth of all Complaint being ſt Mis c 
ped, as he imagined, and every Obſtacle removed il wh, 


ſoon as the Mock-folemnity of Mourning was o 
he made the Adultreſs his lawful Wife, highly ſatisfi o 
no doubt, with the undifturb'd Poſſeſſion of the 
man whom ſo many Difficulties had endear'd to hi 
But wheat the King had done diſpleaſed the Lord. T 
Dream of Satisfaction laſted not long, he was awake 
ed out of it by a ſtartling Meſſage from God, which u 
der the Covert of a Parable, entered into the very 9 
crets of his Heart, made him ſee the Filth and Corru 
tion of it with his own Eyes, and deteſt and pronou 
Sentence againſt it with his own Lips. 
The Manner of the Prophet's Addreſs, and t 
Effect of it, the ſacred Story thus relates: And the L 
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; Neathan un David, and he came unto him, aud ſzid 
him, There were two Men in one City, the one rich, 
the other poor. The rich Man had exceeding many 
ts and Herds : But the poor Man had nothing jave one 
4 Ew-lamb, which he had bought and nouriſhed up - 
lit grew up together with him, and with his Children; 
Id eat: of his own Meat and drank of bis own Cup, and 
in his Boſom, and was unto him as a Daughter. 
there came à Traveller unto the rich Man, and he 
ed to lake of bis own Flock and of his oun Herd to dreſs 
the wayfaring Man, that was. come to him, but took 


oc jor Man's Lamb, and dreſſed it for the Man that 
1 come to him. And David's Anger was greatly kind- 
) 


gainſt the Man, and he ſaid to Nathan, as the Lord 
h, the Man that did this T hing ſhall ſurely die. And 
ball reflore the Lamb - four-fald, becauſe be did this 
ug, and becauſe he had no Pity. 
ſhis ſpake David, as an Angel of God'to diſcern 
d from Evil, whilſt fir'd with juſt Indignation to 
is cruel Oppreſſor puniſhed with the utmoſt Sever- 
when lo! to his great Surprize, he finds it bitterly 
ed upon himſelf: And Nathan ſaid to David, 
o ART THE MAN: Even, that mercileſs, that 
tilefs Man, whom thou haſt pronounc'd not 


T orthy to live: For hot as thine Anger is at pre- 
it, hotter was thy Luft that moved thee to take, 
ak: an Ew-lamb from poor Uriah, but the M ift out 


his Boom. What Injury can be more irrepar- 
le, what Oppreſſion more barbarous, than that 
hich thou haſt been guilty of? Look no farther 
refore, but turn the Edge of thy Zeal againſt 
ſelf : For thou art the very Man, that worſt of 
preſſors, that Adulterer, that Murdeter, who, 
the Words of thineown Mouth, moſt juſtly de- 
es to die.“ 


How 


; (8) a6 PP 1 
How ready was this King to condetrin, how 20 
lous to puniſh an unmerciful Oppreſſor, not knowi 
who he was, (for the Perſon was but feign'd) and 
how quietly could he tolerate in himſelf both 
Adulterer and Murderer.? How ſecurely could he t 
Pleaſure in a Woman whom he knew to be the Sr 


of another Man's Bed, and could not otherwiſe m N 
his own, than by compaſſing the Death of her He 
band? And he who was ſo tenderly ſenſible of far 
the poor Man was ſuppoſed to ſuffer, in having WM: 

Ew-Lamb he had ſo carefully foſter'd, made a DiſMtreig 
his Neighbour's Table; he, I ſay, could not poſlficlair 
be ignorant, (and therefore how could he be inſenſib vitl 
how much more the injur'd Ur:ah ſuffer d; in hal MA 
the beauteous Barh/heba raviſh'd from him, by and 
KI No, to whom he might not ſay, WRar pq vou 
THOU ? | | - akir 

There was no Room for Compariſon between Win: 

Injuries of a Size ſo very unequal. The King Pali 
not but know full well, had he the leaſt attended MM with 
that the Wife one loves is as near and dear to a ef w 
as his own Heart, that the Property of the Mariliign: 
bed is the moſt precious, the moſt tacred of all oi ever 
that a Wound in that niceſt Part of Honour p eecte. 
the very Soul, that it bleeds inwardly, is born Wdove 
Impatience, and heal'd, if at all, with exceeding i Whe 
ficulty ; but that for the moſt Part it imbitters a avoid 
Enjoyments, and deſtroys all the Comforts of eſtor 

Which laſt, tho' the greateſt Aggravation of thelMpollu: 
honour done to a Man's Bed, is one of the tu Husb. 
palliative Excuſes that could have been made fall Luſt. 
Cruelty of murdering Uriah : For it might be ſaiq Ha 


ſomething of Truth (void of all Pity, as the M 
was) that it was ſo much the leſs cruel to take a 
Life which before he had rendered joyleſs and co 
leſs. 
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"he ee is, that David had fill Grace 
mough left 0 be aſhamed of his Guilt, tho! be had not 
enough to quit the continuing in it; he knew, that, 
if the Husband lived, the Mair muſt become publict, 
which. he juſtly thought would appear ſo vile and 
ſcandalous in the Eyes of the World, would be of 
ſuch manifeſt bad Example to his Subjects, and ſuch a 
Reproach to his own royal Character and Office, that 
he trembled at the Thoughts of it. He had not fo 
far thrown off all Senſe of Shame, all Regard to the 
Morals of his People, or the Laws of the Country he 
reigned over, as to triumph in his Iniquity, to pro- 
caim his Crime by Sound of Trumpet, and to declare 
with a loud Voice at the Head of his Troops, I AM THE 
Man. He thought this would have been eabliſbing 
and digniſying of Vice in ſo flagrant a Manner, and 
would have been of ſuch high / Tendency, that even 
aking away the Life of a ſingle Man ſeem'd leſs cri- 
minal, But as the Caſe was utterly incapable of any 
Palliation, *tis marvellous the King ſhould not ſee, 
without being ſhewn, how irreparable the Injury was, 
of which he bad been guilty. In the Heat of his In- 
lignation againſt a ſuppoſed Oppreſſor, he put on the 
&everity of a Judge, more rigorous than the Law di- 
rected z for he doom'd the Perſon to die, over and a- 
dove the legal Penalty of a four-fold Reſtitution : 
When, had he turn'd his Eyes inward, he muſt un- 
zvoidably have ſeen, that it was impoſſible for him to 
reſtore Purity and Chaſtity to the Wife whom he had 
polluted with Adultery; or to reftore Life to the 
>" whom he made an whumane Sactifice to his 

uſt, * 

Having thus given a full and true State of Dauid's 
Caſe, and ſhewn the Enormity of his Crime, I ſhall 
from hence take Occaſion to prove, that the Gover- 
nors of any People, both temporal and ſpiritual, both 

B | Princes 
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Princes and Prelates, Kings and Archi 
higheſt Obligation to keep themſelv@alf@ar may bd 
free from any ſuch ſoul Blemiſh, as that of Adither 
leſt the Execution of their proper Office ſhould turn | 
their greater Shame and Condemnation, | 

This is too plain to be diſputed by any body, th 

lends the leaſt ſerious Attention to it. For o 
Princes and Prelates are both in their ſeveral Capacitie 
the Miniſters of God, and honoured with a Tru 

from him ; the Truſt 'of the Prelate'is to declare a 
inculcate the Word of God, to adminiſter ſober Ac 
monition, and ſharp Reproof as there may be occafiot 

to win and urge Men to their due Obedience, by ſe 

ting the Tenour of the divine Promiſes and ThreaM# 

before their Eyes, ſuch as relate chiefly to anothM" v. 
World; and, where all other Motives are leſs regar 

ed. to call in the Severity of Diſcipline, as a neceſſa 
Enforcement to ſound Doctrine. The Truſt of t 
King is to promote the Practice of true Religion a 
Virtue, by human Laws, ſtrengthen'd by tempo 
Sanctions, and to ſee the legal Penalties duly inflict 

upon the Diſorderly and Licentious. 

TI. bis their reſpective Truſt they are bound faithfu 
to execute, of which alſo they muſt expect to rend 
a ſtrict Account. And whatſoever, thro' their © 
voluntary Default, :ndrpoſes or unfits them for the Pe 

formance of the Duty incumbent on them, will ce 

| tainly be accounted a Neglect of Duty and a Brea 

_ of Truſt. And nothing can more indiſpoſe or unfit 

Man for the due Diſcharge of the Paſtoral Office, 

the due Exerciſe of the Regal Authority, than a vit 

ous Converfation and lewd Example. + 4 75 

For when Men have this viſible Stain upon the 

Char cter, or know themſelves to lie too open to t 

Suſpicion, they will be under a ſtrong Tempratiot 
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Was det %. Duty; in each of the Reſpedts, or 
t leaſt do it very remiſsly, and with great Partiaity 
nd Indulgence rowards as in one kind or other. 
or they who are addicted to Vice themſelves, can 
ave no true Zeal to ſee it reform'd in others, no Con- 
un for God's Honour, no conſcientious Motive to 


leproof or Correction of thoſe who are under their 
are or Power. But worldly Motives they will al- 
ays bave to Connivance and Indifference, the Con- 
enctouſneſs of their own Guilt, and the Fear of being 
penly diſgraced for it, will always ſtand, as a Lion, 
the Way, to affright them from their Duty. And 
s very Apprehenſion will, for the moſt part, be 
ough to make them wholly unactive, or to difarm 


lulgence towards thoſe particular Vices of which 
know themſelves guilty. If Nathan had brought 
Information directly againſt one, that had been an 
lerer, it is more than probable, the Senſe of Guilt 
meer Shame would have quenched the Heat of 
e PAR *ing's Zeal, to ſee another Perſan fo ſeverely pu- 
c ed, when he had deſerved no le, himſelf. From 
Brea ral Conduct, when it appeared to be his own Caſe, 
ane may preſume he would have been firſt reveng'd 
ice, WF" bimſelf, by the bittereſt Repentance, before he 
a vid have acted as a Miniſter of Vengeance againſt a 
on guilty of the ſame Crimes with himſelf. 
n the nd as the Sound of thoſe four Syllables from the 
to i th of the Prophet, Thou art the Man, threw King 
ratio into the utmoſt Confuſion, becauſe his own 
eith t ſmote him at the ſame Time; fo doubtleſs the 
| Fear of ſuch a Recrimination would make other 
B 2 ditious 


cite them to exert their proper Authority, for the 


m of their Courage and Vigour, at leaſt, in the Ex- 
tion of the Laws againſt juſtice and Immorality: 
0 fay the leaſt that can be, when Men are thus con- 
dus, they will hardly fail to ſhew a Tenderneſs and 


LY 
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Vice, (eſpecially the Vice they love themſelves) becau 
they are ſenſible tis in the Power of all their Subjects t in 
bring the Accuſation back to their own Door. 

And as this guilty Shame or Fear leaves Men wl fo 
are vitious themſelves but little Spirit or Inclination ve 
be the Reprovers or Correctors of Vice in others, al ce 
tho it be the Duty of their Place and Calling, ſo 
makes them indeed the moſt nit Perſons that can ll te: 
for ſuch a Charge, and the moſt unlikely to ſucceed Bc 
well in the good Work. For 'tis but too natural f do 
People, when they are taxed, tho” never ſo juſtli led 
with herr Faults, to ſeek for Shelter under any Excu igr 
they ar lay hold on; and they hope to keep then th: 
ſelves n tolerable Countenance, if they have it but WM mi 
ſay, that they are no worſe than their Neighboui be 
eſpecially if. they can alledge, that their Governors are 
as bad as they; this they will be haſty enough Ml G! 
catch at, even perhaps when there is no Truth in B. 
at the Bottom; but if there be, they will not fail nf 
infiſt on it, as thinking it the readieſt Way to diver Ex 
Proſecution, or skreen themſelves from Cenſure. Wi the 
Men, who are fond of their Sins, have ſuch a Ref tha 
as this, they will be apt to deſpiſe all Correction t) 
Reproof, as being perſuaded, that the Prince is Of 
much in earneſt, when he puts on the Brow of / no! 
thority, to threaten or reprehend thoſe Practices En 
others, which he is known to age. 4 in himſelf, Il. 

will be thought ſufficient to give Him back the Pf 5% 
verb as a ſeaſonable Memento, Phyſician beal thyſelfi nei 

Nov altho' they who are ſo inexcuſeable themſel tha 
can never furniſh any Excuſe to others for tranſgreſſ an 
the Laws of God, yet fince there is ſo much m Fo 
Force in an ill Pattern to corrupt our Nature, t tur 


there is in good Laws to reform it; and fince this 
apt to be the Occaſion of Men's hardening chemſe 
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i6 their * i „it is moſt evident, that the Ma- 
riſtrate is under the ſtricteſt Obligation to ſupport and 
invigorate his Authority by a virtuous Example, 

And without all doubt, as the Obligation of Perſons 
n wl { entruſted, is very ſtrift, for their Account will be 
very ſevere, becauſe their Offences muſt needs be ex- 
ceedingly aggravated in the Sight of God. 

For in the firſt Place, they whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
teach others their Duty, or to keep them within the 
Bounds of it, if they tranſgreſs themſelves, they muſt 
do it moſt preſumptuoufly, and directly againſt Know- 
ledge 3 for they cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be 
ignorant of their own Duty; or if they be, even 
that will be a great Addition to their Sin, becauſe it 
muſt proceed from a wilful Neglect. Then it muſt 
be remember'd, that the Tranſgreſſions of thoſe who 
are in the Magiſtracy, over and above the proper 
Guilt of the Sins themſelves, are chargeable with a 
Breach of Truft, as having, by their own Misbehaviour, 
unqualified themſelves for the faithful and ſucceſsful 
Execution of their Office; which will aſſuredly add to 
the Burden of their Account. Beſides, the Scandal 
that is given by Men in Authority affects their Autho- 
rity, while it expoſes their Perſons, it brings the 
Office many times into Contempt, and Religion itſelf 
not ſeldom into Queſtion 3 which muſt needs be an 
Enhancement to the Guilt. For we read, 1 Sam. 
ll. 17. That the Sin of the young Men was very great 
before the Lord, when Men (by reaſon of their Vile- 
neſs) abhorred the Offering to the Lord. Add to all this, 
that the ill Examples of Magiſtrates have too fatal 
an Influence in corrupting the Manners of the People. 
For as there is a great Proneneſs to Evil in our Na- 
ture, ſo Men are generally pretty apt to tread in the 
Steps of their Superiors, eſpecially when they lead the 
fame way that their owa Inclination bends. In _ 
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ſhall Virtue and Religion be AuthoritafhelFtaveht and 
enjoiri* 1 when the Authority deſtroys iffelf, by the ſelf 
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immoral and impious Practices of thoſe who exetciſe it. this 
Their Laws and Injunctions in that Caſe, will be but 
lightly regarded, but their Practices will be induſtriouſſy al 
imitated, Ir muſ? needs be that when Offences come, ©” 
ſuch Examples will always be Snares in the Way of the 


frail and heedleſs People -— but woe to THAT Man 
by whom the Offence cometh, When they, who are by 
Office the Guardians of the Law, are in fa& notorious 
Law-breakers ; when the Rebrovers ot the Works of 
Darkneſs, are Partakers in them ; when the Shepherds 
lead their Flocks aſtray, and the Watchmen are the 
Betrayers of their Charge, how great muſt the Offence 
be, that cometh by their Means? And how ſtrict 
will the Inquifition be, when God ſhall come to re- 
quire the Blood of thoſe Souls at their Hands ? How 
intolerable the Puniſhment that they ſhall be doomed 
to, under the accumulated Load, not only of their 
own perſonal Guilt, but of all that they have been ac- 
ceſſary to in others, of all the Wickedneſs that hath 
been propagated in the World by the Contagion of 
their Examples? 

From whence and from all the foregoing Conſidera- 
tions, it is moſt apparent, that our Magi/trates and 
Governors, as remembering the Account they muſt one 
Day give, are under the higheſt Obligation, to keep 
themſelves free from ſuch flagrant injurious Crimes as 
that of Adultery, leſt the Execution of their proper 
Office ſhould turn to their greater Reproach, and they 
ſhould have it retorted upon them in the Words of the 
Apoſtle, Thou that ſareſt (or makeſt Laws) that 4 
Man fpuld not commit ADULTERY, 4% thou commit 
ADULTERY *? | 

There is now but one Particular more I ſhall touch 


ON, Which is, to admoniſh that Man, whoever he be, 
. | | that 


* 
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and that ſpall {aſl . grievous Sin, to recover him- 
the tet by an Immediate and timely Repentance: And 
b it. ws is ſuggeſted hy King David's Example. 
Bos Men's principal Care, indeed, ſhould be, to ſhun. 
uſl all flagrant and notorious Crimes, ſuch as cannot be 
committed by them but in Oppoſition to the Light of 


of Mebcir on Minds; becauſe ſuch Ciimes as theſe lay 
waſte . the Conſcience, and leave Sinners in an open 


8 Way, to proceed without Reſtraint, from Evil to 
a Evil, 'till they have filled up the Meaſure of their Ini- 
of Nquity. That is evidently ſeen in the ſwift Progreſs 
erds that David made in Wickedneſs, after he had once 


the engag d with his unlawful Amour with Bathſbeba. His 
firſt Stratagem, in reſpect of what follow'd, might 
riet cem to be comparatively innocent: That was only to 
call in the Husband to be the Concealer of the Injury 


0 and Diſhonour done to his Bed, by accompanying with 
ned bis Wife; that the Child ſhe went with might paſs for 
R his own : But this Plot miſcarrying, the King's In- 
ac. ention was ſoon at work again; the Affair being in ſo 
ath lila Situation, 'twas thought the readieſt Way to get 
of of the Husbaud at once, and by that Means to ſe- 


cure a Property in the Wife. This was immediately 
reſolved upon, and, by a baſe and diſhonourable Con- 
trivance, executed; and all without the leaſt Difficul- 
ty or Scruple. For his Conſcience had already ſwallow'd 
the foul Sin of Adultery, and therefore was not ſo ſque- 
miſh, as to reject the bloody Murder, when it was 
udg'd ſerviceable to the Accompliſhment of his De- 


boy ſires. | 

the Of. all Sins, the Habits of Uncleanneſs are moft 
TH" wretchedly enſnaring and enſlaving; there is none that 
nie akes a Man more out of his own Power, or ſets him 


Wit a greater Diſtance from the Influences of Grace; 
and conſequently leaves him more at the Mercy of the 
Tempter. Solomon's elegant Deſcription of the young 
IFanton 
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Warnton, Exaght in the Toil of the M Fl, give 
us ſo ſtrong an Image of the Miſery and Slavery © 
ſuch a Profitgate, as would move any Heart bur his. 
which is grown as hard as the Frrehead of his gracele 
ion, to whole Enchantments he hath fold him 
ſelf. And therefore, he goeth after her as an Or to th 
Slaughter, or as a Foul to the Correttion of the Stocks, till. 
Dart ſtrike thri his Liver ; as a Bird haſteth to the Snare 
and tneweth not that it is for his Life. His Folly an 
Shame,the Waſte of his Health, Reputation and Powe 
the Diſtreſs of his Family, and the Lamentations of 
Friends, move him not one Jot : On he goes, inſe 
ble as a Brute, haſtening to ſee his Ruin compleated 
and then at the laſt he begins to mourn, when his Flef 
and Body are confumed ; and ſay, Hu have I hat 
Diftruttion and my Heart defpiſe Repro P And have 

obeyed the Voice of my Teachers, nor inclined mine Ear 
them that infirutted me? I was almoſt in all Evil in 

Pdf of the Congregation and Aſſembly. One of whit 
Evils, and a very fad one it is, is that of Family D 
ford and Confufion. This is a ſure Concomitant 
Adultery. The Man that ſets his Afe#1ons on Strang 
and Harbts, is foon forgetful of his own Children a 
his Father's Houſe, The wily Proftitute will ne 
leave him, till ſhe brings him over entirely to her owl, 
Schemes and Purpoſes, and makes him throw off all RIM" 
gard, and all Afeckion for any but herſelf. Beſides, 1 1 
Adulterer being conſcious that he is doing the utme 
trjury to his on Family, and bringing the hight D 
grace upon them, he knows how juſtly he may expe 
and therefore dreads their Remonſtrances and Complain 
this makes him take hold of any Opportunity, to ſe 
himfelf with any Excuſe for keeping them at a 1 
lance from him, to prevent their Iaſpection of his It 


quity and bad Conduct, and fo, to make 2 
abu 


* 


abufing- wen that Reſpect, uſes them barbaruuffy 
und unnatural if every Reſpect elſe. N 
Another Evil is that of publlet Diſcord and Confufi- 
on; for if the Adultreſs, on whom the Prince, or Go- 
vernor of any People, has placed his Affections, ſhould 
happen to have different Sentiments, either in Civil or 
Religious Matters, from himſelf. as well as th % he rules 
over, ſhe will have it too much in her Power to cor- 
Impt the good Principles he profeſſes, and for the 
Maintenance of which his Crown and Dignity is ſup- 
Ported. The fatal. Conſequences of which, as they 
have been too often ſeen, ſo they ought to be dreaded 
by all future Princes. | 
And indeed habitual Whoremongers and Adulterers 
do find themſelves, ſooner or later, drawn into almoſt 
all Evil, almoſt all Kind of Wickedpeſs and Miſchief, 
nd that in the pubiicł View of the People, to their laſt- 
nz Infamy, in particular; as it happened in the Caſe 
of King David. I belleve more Murders have been on 
ccount of ſuch criminal Engagements, than upon any 
me Occaſion beſides. * And therefore the Warning, 
he wiſe Man gives us of the whorsh Moman, is ap- 
cable in this Senſe; Let nat thine Heart decline to her 
Ways, go not aſtray in her Paths. For ſhe hath caſt 
non many wounded ; yea, many ſtrong Men have been 
ain by her. Her Houſe is the Way to Hell, going 
wn to the Chambers of Death. | 
Whoever then would keep free from theſe many 
nd great Tranſgreſſions, muſt never give himſelf up 
o the #dulterous Moman: Or, if he has once taken 
Ihe Fire into his Boſom, let him ſhake it out inſtantly, 
ind-ſo eſcape being conſumed by it. And if any Prince 
r Monarch ſhall hereafter,. like King David, be no- 
oriouſly guilty of this Reyal Sin, however great he 
may think himſelf, or however ative and obſtinate 
le may be in other OS yet let him follow * 
mee 
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meek King David's Example here, . Witiently ſub 
mitting to Reprof, and repenting of "the Evil he ha 
done. Let him ſincerley ſing over the penitential Pſalm 
for what is p, and take 1eed for the future that he 
fin no more ; ſo only can he expect the ſame fayour- 
able Anſwer, which King David received, And 
Nathan /aid unto David, T Lord alſo has put away thy 


Sin, T hou [halt not dis. 


oF 
THE END. 


